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GV to highlight social jostice on MLK Day
GV cancels classes, looks to host Chuck D, Fisk University choir to join in celebrations
Grand Valley State Uni
versity will kick off its Mar
tin Luther King, Jr. Day cel
ebrations on Jan. 20 with a
keynote address delivered by
Chuck D, who is known as
an author, political activist
and founder of the rap group
Public Enemy.
The presentation will
begin at 1:30 p.m. in the
Grand River Room of the
Kirkhof Center, just after
a silent march starting at 1
p.m. outside of Zumberge
Hall. Chuck D will also be
the keynote speaker during
the 28th annual community
celebration at 6:30 p.m. at
Grand Rapids Community
College.
Prior to the presentation,
GVSU will host social jus
tice activities such as a pov
erty simulation, Upcycling:
“Crafting for Our Com
munity,” a film series and a

marathon reading session.
These events will run from
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and will
be offered again from 2 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. The afternoon
activities will include a panel
discussion.
All participants in the
campus events are welcome
to a lunch from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:45 p.m. in the Grand
River Room of the Kirkhof
Center. During the lunch,
GVSU and the Seidman
College of Business will
host a choir from Fisk Uni
versity called the Fisk Jubi
lee Singers.
All events at GVSU are
free and open to the public.
Those looking to participate
in the poverty simulation
or Upcycling session must
first RSVP on www.gvsu.
edu/mlk, where a complete
schedule for the rest of the Speaking out: Chuck D, widely known as an author, political activist and founder of the rap group Public Enemy, will speak
at Grand Valley State University on Monday to kick off the school's Martin Luther King, Jr. Day celebrations.
week is provided.
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in your success for a day.”
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM
Irwin originally went to school and
Every other year, 50 women are cho got her masters degree in physical ther
sen for the list of the most influential apy, but after working in the field for 15
women in West Michigan. For the sec years, she decided to change careers.
“I followed my dream,”
ond time in a row, Shelley
she said. “I always wanted
Irwin was named to that list.
to be in broadcasting and
Irwin is the host and
it took two and a half years
producer of the WGVU
Indiana where I got
Morning Show, WGVU TV
I hope to keep from
my undergrad and gradu
Ask the Expert, Communi
ate degrees, and (I) made
ty Connection and Family doing what
the career change in Roch
Health Matters.
I'm doing to
ester, Mich.”
• “Its very exciting that
Irwin said her typical day
I’m surrounded by 49 other serve...
involves getting to work at
strong and influential wom
around 6:15 a.m. to prepare
en,” Irwin said. “I also re SHELLEY IRWIN
RADIO/TV HOST
for her two-hour morning
ceived it two years ago, and
show, then either around
its still a surprise to me. It
means that hard work can be recognized, noon or in the evening she will attend a
and it also means that you don’t take it community or board meeting. Thursday
for granted and that you should continue nights, she hosts a live television show
to set the bar high for yourself and bask and in between, Irwin said she is often
BY SARAH HILLENBRAND

taping interviews and preparing for the
next show.
In her free time, Irwin enjoys training
for marathons and working toward her
exercise goals. Currently, she is training
for upcoming races that include a half
marathon and a half iron man.
“I go to a lot of power breakfast and
lunch meetings with friends and ac
quaintances, and we encourage each
other,” she said.
Irwin added that running with her
three dogs helps to keep her life bal
anced between work and other activi
ties. She plans to continue doing what
she loves in her spare time to train to
ward more difficult races.
Irwin said she has several goals
for the New Year, including someday
writing a book and reaching for big
ger and better goals.
“I hope to keep doing what I’m doing
to serve the community,” she said.

Jarrett Skorup & Yannet Lathrop talk about whether Michigan should raise, lower, maintain or abolish the
minimum wage. The debate was hosted by the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies as part of its Coffeehouse Debates.
Civil discourse:

Debaters talk minimum wage
BY CARLY SIMPSON
NEWS @ LANTHORN.COM

Many students at Grand
Valley State University have
worked at a minimum wage
job at least once. Many have
probably wished for a raise
while dealing with angry
customers, working the
hamburger line or mopping
the floor.
On Tuesday, the Hauen

stein Center for Presidential
Studies hosted its second
Coffee House Debate of the
school year, “Should Michi
gan raise the minimum
wage?” The forum featured
Jarrett Skorup from the
Mackinac Center for Public
Policy and Yannet Lathrop
from the Michigan league
for Public Policy.
Minimum wage was

last raised in 2008 when it
went up to $7.40 an hour.
Since then, the prices of
food and consumer goods
have gone up each year.
Lathrop started the debate
arguing for an increase in
minimum wage.
“Corporate profits have
shot up and shattered historic
records, productivity has in
creased, but the paychecks of

low-wage workers has shrunk
in real terms,” she said. “As a
society we can and must do
good by our low-wage work
ers. We must reward their
hard work and give them a
much needed and much de
served pay increase.”
The Michigan League
for Public Policy estimated
SEE MINIMUM ON A2

Non-profit business
organizations seek
volunteers at GV fair
munity and our name is
getting out there,” Murnen
The Literacy Center of said. “It shows our stu
West Michigan, founded dents are known for being
in 1986, is the regional great volunteers.”
The West Michigan
leader on adult and fam
ily literacy and helps more Refugee Education and
than 1,000 adults and fam Cultural Center, located
ilies annually. As it seeks in downtown Grand Rap
volunteers to continue its ids, will also have rep
services, it is one of more resentatives at the fair.
than 50 nonprofit organi Since 2006, the center
zations that will have rep has worked with refugees
resentatives in the Henry from Somalia, Sudan,
Hall Atrium today from 1 parts of the Democratic
p.m. to 3 p.m. during the Republic of the Congo and
Nonprofit Volunteer and Iraq. Soon it will also as
sist refugees from Syria.
Internship fair.
“We are hoping to start
The fair is hosted by
the Community Service recruiting new volunteers
for this se
Learning Cen
mester,” said
ter and the Ca
Susan Kragt,
reer Center at
the executive
Grand
Valley
director. “We
State
Univer
There's
also do a liter
sity.
acy program
The Literacy something
in the sum
Center of West for everyone
mer, and we’re
Michigan has
really looking
more than 300 there...
for folks al
volunteers and
ready for that
is looking for LAURA MURNEN
FAIR COORDINATOR
because
it’s
students willing
a pretty big
to help with the
adult tutoring program or program and it involves a
lot of volunteer hours.”
family literacy nights.
Another booth at the
“Literacy means more
than being able to read,” fair will be Love In the
said Valerie Emmenecker, Name of Christ (Love
the literacy coordina INC), a Christian organi
tor and supervisor of the zation that has been dedi
adult tutoring program. cated to helping the poor
“It’s about understand and needy in Allendale
ing and applying language and Cooperville. Love
correctly and enriching INC works with almost
lives at home, at work and 30 area churches and pro
in the community. The or vides more than 20 minis
ganization is committed tries, including food panto helping West Michigan tries, home repairs and a
residents reach their full coat closet.
While there is no regis
potential, thereby opening
the door to a lifetime of tration or fee for students
attending the fair, Murnen
opportunity.”
The Nonprofit and In said the CSLC asks stu
ternship fair will play host dents to check in at its
to representatives from a table to receive a list of or
wide range of organiza ganizations attending.
“There’s
something
tions from education to
health and human servic for everyone there, and
es. Most are based within a you can find something
30-minute radius of Grand that you’re really passion
Rapids, said fair coordina ate about,” Murnen said.
“We’ve had students find
tor Laura Murnen.
"We always have a opportunities to volunteer
couple of different orga with these organizations
nizations show up, which and then stay on with
shows we are reaching out these organizations it the
to the Grand Rapids com future.”
BY ERIN GROGAN

EGROGAN@LANTHORN.COM
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GVPD student dispatchers listen in
Workers prepare for future jobs by directing calls, managing non-emergencies
BY HANNAH LENTZ
HLENTZ@LANTHORN.COM

Many students have heard
of the non-emergency dis
patch center hotline in the
Grand Valley Police Depart
ment, but few have met the
people behind the phone
calls — students dedicated to
assisting their peers.
The dispatching phone
line is run 24/7 and handles
items from maintenance
needs to vehicle problems.
The workers also direct emer
gency phone calls.
Of the more than 25 stu
dent workers who serve as
dispatchers, a minimum of
two is required to man the
phone line at all times, even
during holiday breaks and
snow days, which makes for

a sometimes straining job.
One of these student workers
is Meghan Cytacki, a senior
at Grand Valley State Uni
versity. Cytacki has been a
student dispatcher for a year
and a half.
“Were the first glimpse
that people get of Grand Val
ley security," Cytacki said.
“Its important that we main
tain a professional and help
ful atmosphere for anyone
who needs us.”
Cytacki described her po
sition as having a “meet and
greet” feeling, though her work
varies depending on the day
and time. She often receives
phone calls regarding parking
and citation questions as well
as the occasional phone call
from a concerned parent.

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?

To an outsider, the job can
seem stressful, with the con
stant multitasking and some
times urgent matters requiring
immediate action. Students
must go through extensive
training to be prepared for all
that it entails. They are given
experience with the databases
that are used by GVPD and
go through programs to help
them cover the questions that
will need to be addressed on a
day-to-day basis.
The experience of being
a dispatcher, though, can be
invaluable to the futures of
students who hope to pursue
jobs in similar vocational areas
after their education at GVSU.
Senior Veronica Beltran
plans to attend law school or
go into the military after grad
uation, and she has worked as
a student dispatcher for nearly
two years. Beltran calls the ex
perience she has gained “im
perative” to the life she wishes
to have in the future.

“I feel as though I have
become more prepared for
something such as working
in a government position due
to the experience I have with
confidentiality and working
to help people,” Beltran said.
“This job presents oppor
tunities to get an education
outside of the classroom —
something that can benefit
anyone as they merge into the
professional field.”
These faces behind the
phone work day and night
serving the GVSU commu
nity. Students in need of help
or information need can call
dispatch at 616-331-3255.
“Its important that stu
dents know we are a resource
readily available for them,”
Cytacki said. “When people
think about the police de
partment, they often associ
ate it with being in trouble
or negativity. We are here to
help the students in any way
we possibly can.”

BET HA NY
like they
helped us

Make a Difference,
See the World,
and Gain Skills with Peace Corps

616.631.2020
mPreg nant.org/Jen r>y

peacecorps.gov/openings
Apply now for 2014-15 programs!
1.855.855.1961 | chicago@peacecorps.gov

Apply by Feb. 15,2014

www.gvsu.edu/studyabroad
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in 2011 that to afford basic
necessities without having
to rely on public assistance,
an individual would need a
wage of $10.08 an hour.
“Its no wonder then that
a recent study found that 73
percent of low-wage work
ers or their families are en
rolled in public assistance,”
Lathrop said. “If the current
minimum wage fails to boost
even a childless individual
above poverty, is it a fair
wage?”
Many people believe that
the majority of workers earn
ing minimum wage are teen
agers hoping to earn some
pocket change, Lathrop said.
However, in Michigan, 85
percent of workers who earn
at or just above minimum
wage are 20 years of age or
older. Nationally there are
more workers who are 55
or older earning minimum
wage than teenagers.
On the other side of the
issue, Skorup listed two main
reasons to be against mini
mum wage laws. His first is
based on economics.
“Among the most basic
laws of economics is if you
make something more ex
pensive, you will have less of
it,” Skorup said. “Minimum
wage laws are making hiring
someone more expensive,
and thus you’ll get less of it.”

Skorup said raising mini
mum wage will mean fewer
lower-skilled workers, high
er prices, fewer bonuses and
shorter break times during
the day. In addition, some
businesses might require
employees to start purchas
ing their equipment and uni
forms.
Skorups second reason
opposing a minimum wage
is morally based.
“If two people come to
an agreement affecting only
themselves, what business is it
of the government to tell them
they can’t do so?” he said.
Skorup noted that most
individuals must start at a
minimum wage job or even
an unpaid internship, to gain
experience before moving
onto a higher earning career.
This can disproportionately
affect lower-skilled workers
and minority workers.
“Everyone starts out
somewhere at a job, but
politicians can make it more
expensive to give someone
that start,” Skorup said. “If
the government says you
have to pay someone say $15
an hour, which is a popular
minimum called for nowa
days, and the employer does
not believe the person is
worth that amount of mon
ey, then they will not hire
them. If they have someone
who they believe is worth
less than that wage, they will
fire them.”

NEWS

BRIEFS
Alumna receives Fulbright scholarship

Grand Valley State University alumna Rylee Mielecki, a Grand
Rapids native, received a Fulbright Scholarship to pursue a
U.S. student teaching assistantship in Brazil. Mielecki gradu
ated from GVSU in 2012 with a degree in anthropology. Only
120 students nationally are awarded the Fulbright scholar
ship for teaching English in Brazil. Mielecki will be in Brazil
from March until November as part of a plan to increase the
quality and quantity of English teaching in Brazil before the
2014 World Cup and the 2016 Olympic games.
Mayor Heartwell announces new effort to keep

^
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,uU
2014 SCHOLARSHIP

team up with Grand Valley State University to find ways to
keep graduates in the area. The partnership will include a
course that will specifically study how to keep graduates in
Grand Rapids by looking at what other cities are doing to en
gage college students. The course will be open to 10 GVSU
students. The planned partnership is modeled after one be
tween Boston College and the University of Boston.
GV families invited to Sibs and Kids Weekend

From Jan. 24 through Jan. 25, Grand Valley State University
students and their younger siblings are invited to Sibs and
Kids Weekend. The event, sponsored by the Office of Student
Life, offers activities including laser tag, a bounce house and
face painting. Featured events will take place throughout the
weekend in Kirkhof. Registration is required and is available
online until Jan. 23. There is a $20 registration fee for each
guest. A full list of events can be found at www.gvsu.edu/
sibsnkids.

At the Lanthom we strive to bring you the most
accurate news possible. If we make a mistake, we
want to make it right If you find any errors in fact in
the Lanthom, let us know by calling 616-331-2464 or by
emailing editorial@lanthom.com.
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Burial practices reveal Islamic cultural differences
GV hosts photograph gallery of Muslim graves to highlight diversity, similarities of populations
BY STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
SBRZEZINSKI @ LANTHORN.COM

. The Muslim Graves of Southeast
Michigan exhibit opened at Grand
Valley State University’s Red Wall
Gallery on Dec. 20, displaying pho
tographs that show the gravestones
of various Muslim cultures.
Ronald Stockton, a political sci
ence professor at the University of
Michigan-Dearborn, spent the last
four years photographing Muslim
gravestones. Stockton said he has
more than a thousand pictures, in
cluding those in the exhibit at GVSU.
Ihere are about two to three mil
lion Muslims in the U.S., and in
Michigan, the Muslim population is
largely concentrated in Wayne Coun
ty, where the majority of the photos in
.the exhibit were taken. Stockton said
these populations have been in the
Detroit area since the 1800s.
“They display an amazing diver

sity of populations,” he said. “I have
found individuals from over 20
countries. They are buried in over
25 different places.”
Many people do not realize the
diversity of the Muslim population,
Stockton said, adding that there are
many groups of people who con
sider themselves Muslim. Most of
these people are Arabs, but others
include Iranians, Albanians and
Pakistanis. Each group has different
gravestones in terms of their shape
and how they are decorated.
“We tend to think of Muslims as
being of a common culture, but that
is simply not the case,” Stockton
said. “They are from very different
religious traditions.”
Coeli Fitzpatrick, the coordinator
for the Middle East Studies Program
at GVSU, connected with Stockton
through the annual Michigan event
of the Model Arab League.

“We thought it would be great ence,” Fitzpatrick said, “ft shows us these
to have this exhibit to show the dif expressions of patriotism, love, and oth
ferent kinds of burial practices of er affiliations that people exhibit”
Jenna Stoken, president of the Mus
Muslims in Southeast Michigan,”
Fitzpatrick said. “When
lim Student Association,
we talk about Muslim
said the organization was
graves, we aren’t really I
not involved in bringing
talking about one uni
the exhibit to GVSU, but
form practice, but many
she said she is happy for
They display
different expressions.”
the recognition the com
Fitzpatrick said her an amazing
munity will get.
Stoken added that
goal for the exhibit is
the “Muslim culture” is
for viewers to have a diversity of
too broad of a phrase
new appreciation for the populations.
because it does not fully
diversity of the culture
and to realize that more RONALD STOCKTON express the diversity of
the populations.
groups besides Arabs PROFESSOR
“Muslims all share
are Muslim. She added
that it is good for everyone to have an the same foundations as a result of the
understanding of different cultures basic tenets and practices of our faith,”
she said. “But our identities are cre
and religions.
“Seeing the differences and similari ated from not only our faith but our
ties of these Muslim graves can help us cultural, racial, ethnic and individual
see how similar we are even with differ backgrounds. It’s this range and diver

sity that I think is what makes Muslim
culture so beautiful and so important.”
Stockton said that although they
have their cultural differences, most
Muslims would not have an image
of a wedding ring or the date of their
marriage on their gravestones because
these are common American customs.
Instead, they often have what Stockton
calls “Lifestyle Stones,” which show
hobbies, dubs or military service.
He added that Muslim burial
practices are similar to Jewish prac
tices. Both cultures wrap their dead
in a shroud and bury them within
a day. They also prefer to be buried
directly in the ground, but the em
balming and casket laws in the U.S.
prevent this practice.
The Muslim Graves exhibit runs
through March 14 and is located in
Lake Ontario Hall on the Allendale
Campus. It is free and open to the
local community.

GV student youngest participant in CrossFit
Galloup one of nation's 60 to compete in Indiana fitness challenge
mid-30s. Galloup entered the
competition ranked 16th over
The weekend of Jan. 10 through all.
“Walking into the competi
13 featured some of the best ath
letes in the world at the Great Lakes tion, you’re seeing these giant
CrossFit Invitational. As the top 60 guys and gals, but I was happy
male and female qualifiers gathered to have the experience," he said.
in Noblesville, Ind., for the three- “I knew going into it some of
these guys were
day competition, one of the
much
older,
competitors was Grand Val
but to get bet
ley State University sopho
ter you have to
more Peter Galloup.
practicb at your
CrossFit is a strength To be
sport.”
and conditioning program
Galloup said
that focuses on improving successful,
competitive
muscular strength, flex you have to be his
nature is what moibility, cardie^ and respira
well rounded. tivafed him to stick
tory endurance.
with CrossFit.
“It’s the sport of Fit
PETER GALLOUP
“I kind of did
ness,” Galloup said. “It in STUDENT
it in the offsea
corporates all aspects and
son just to stay in
doesn’t specialize in one
area. To be successful, you have shape for other sports,” he said. “But
once I graduated, without any more
to be well rounded.”
To qualify for the invitational, competition, it kind of took over my
Galloup had to place in the top life a little bit.”
While CrossFit emphasizes a
60 out of 500 hopeful athletes
competing in various CrossFit balanced workout for the body, Gal
exercises. After leaving his, first loup, a clinical exercise science ma
major CrossFit content, Gdfloup jor, has Ail integrated die element
of balance into his daily life.
felt satisfied with his showing.
“It’s tough sometimes, but you
“I placed about middle of the
pack, made a few mistakes, but just really have to make your pri
that’s just part of the learning orities known,” he said. “I have class
curve,” he said. “This was the first eight till four, go to work for two or
huge competition I had been to, three hours and work out for a few
and some of the top guys in the hours after that. Then I come home
world were there. Overall I’m and do it all over again.”
Galloup trains and coaches at
pretty happy with my perfor
the CrossFit Lake Effect Gym in
mance. I’m also really sore.”
At 19 years old, Galloup was Holland.
“I’ve seen people get burned out
the youngest participant. He
Strength of mind: Grand Valley State University student Peter Galloup lifts weights as part of the CrossFit competition. At competed against athletes who
on it,” he said. “The balance in life is
19 years old, Galloup was the youngest competitor in a pool of 60 athletes, whose ages range from 20s to mid-30s.
ranged in age from late 20s to what it’s all about after all.”
BY PETER CHHUM

PCHHUM @ LANTHORN.COM

Study shows rising employment numbers in GR
BY CLAIRE FODELL
ASSISTANTNE WS @
LANTHORN.COM

College students across
Michigan are feeling the pinch
on their wallets from the bad
economy, but students in the
Grand Rapids area are better
off than most as new research
shows the economy is growing.
The Grand Rapids area in
dustrial economy saw modest
growth in December, accord
ing to a survey done by Brian
G. Long, the director of Supply
Management Research in the
Seidman College of Business at
Grand Valley State University.
“Were just fortunate that
we have very low areas of un

employment compared to oth the current survey is the em
er cities in the state,” Long said. ployment index, which had
The Institute for Supply dropped to +0 in October of
last year but was
Management sur
up to +9 this De
vey is conducted
cember.
monthly by Long
said
Long
and his peers. The
that people with
survey measures
degrees who are
the business con ...a strong
unemployed will
ditions of 45 pur economy
have an even eas
chasing manag
is good for
ier time finding
ers in the greater
jobs, as there is a
Grand
Rapids everybody.
lack of employees
area and 25 in Ka
who have com
lamazoo. Every BRIAN LONG
pleted
training
month, respon RESEARCH DIRECTOR
in four-year and
dents are asked
to rate eight different factors as master’s programs.
“I went to school many
the same, up or down.
One of the best findings in years ago when they would

hire a person with a degree and
train them on what they are
needed for, but that’s not the
case anymore,” Long said. He
added that employers now are
looking to hire people who are
ready to start work on day one
with little need for training.
Numbers for the survey’s
index of business improve
ment, called new orders,
shifted from +16 to +5. The
production index also dropped
to +10 from +13 in November,
but that number is in line with
past December findings.
Although the employment
numbers went up more than
the production and business
improvement numbers, the

WORD ON
THE STREET
XBvery newspaper is prin
on reveled paper.
Every issue left on the
staffs is then re-re^rcled.
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growth that the survey shows
can be positive for producers
and consumers.
“Primarily, a strong econ
omy is good for everybody,”
Long said. “What you’ve got is
a strong base for people who
are working and also a strong
base for people buying retail.”
The survey also took a num
ber of “outlook” statistics that
didn’t vary much from previ
ous months. The short-term
business outlook index showed
little change at +27 from +29
the month before while the
long-term business outlook
statistics saw no change and
stayed at +53.
The survey also predicted

the factors that will define the
2014 economy, which include:
automotive, industrial infla
tion, interest rates, real estate,
unemployment and Obamacare.
One of the main factors is
the automotive industry, as
West Michigan relies heavily
on companies that produce au
tomotive parts. The Affordable
Care Act will also likely have
an impact on the economy,
but Long said that since the
law applies to hospitals, drug
companies and other medical
firms, it should have very little
impact on the automotive sup
ply chain companies that the
state relies on.
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Screw the ivory tower: The value of popular literature and music

BY NIKKI FISHER
NFfSHER@LANTHORN.COM

At the university, classic
literature—alongside other
fine arts—is often placed on
a pedestal, canonized on a
red velvet pillow, shrouded
in bulletproof glass.
And, maybe, there’s
nothing wrong with that.
After all, these works have
cultivated greatness through

the vicissitudes of decades,
centuries, millennia. They
are jam-packed with beauti
ful language, sociocultural
history, and insight into the
human condition.
I contest none of this.
What I do contest, how
ever, is the implication that
their greatness makes popu
lar literature “bad” by proxy.
I often frequently hear
this sort of anti-popular ism
expressed at the univer
sity: The belief that what’s
popular is silly, ignorant, or
aesthetically deficient.
The eye-roll when a
Nicki Minaj song plays on a
radio. The affirmative “Yeah,
Twilight sucks” from some
one who obviously has not
cracked open the cover of a

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE

book in quite some time.
Higher education is a
great thing, but it creates an
environment that sanctions
egotists who hold the selfindulgent belief that their
“fine” or “intellectual” tastes
make them better than the
layman. In our generation
specifically, the rise of the
hipster identity has only
worked to aggravate this
elitism.
It’s a strange phenome
non, I think, to unflinchingly
dismiss popular opinion. It
promotes the belief that the
common person is ignorant
and cannot make their own
informed decisions. It’s
anti-democratic in a way
that seems to contradict the
humanitarian mission of the

“For me it means to appreciate
GVSU for the school that it is. I
do this by doing my best to make
it a better campus for everyone.”

CAROLYN ANDRE

T

SARAH CAUZILLO

Freshman
Political science. Communications
Livonia, Mich.

“Representing my school as
a positive role model who is
always open to help others.”
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LEADING LAKERS
here are many Grand Valley
State University students
doing extraordinary things,
both while they continue their
education and once they graduate
and become alumni. Campus Leader
ship Week gave GVSU community
members a chance to recognize the
astounding work of these students,
and it also provided the less involved
students a chance to recognize their
own potential.
As was seen throughout the week,
many have taken on the responsibility
of leading or founding organizations
both at GVSU and elsewhere. Others
have made a commitment to advanc
ing their fields of study and have
demonstrated leadership by investing
in research or volunteerism.
Because leadership opportunities
are ample and accessible at GVSU, we

“To stand up for what you
believe in, and work together
with those in your community
to achieve your goal.”

DEVIN BANAGIS

EDITORIAL

As GVSU wraps up its Campus Leadership Week, we want to reflect on the
importance of Laker leadership and encourage students to lead while in college.

Freshman
Communications
Clinton Township, Mich.

Senior
Physical Education
Grand Rapids, Mich.

“COME TOGETHER”
by Ganick See

LOG ON & VOTE
LANTHORN.COM

NO - 48%

GVSU last year, claims that
reading novels taps into the
evolutionary phenomenon
of “play,” where we learn by
having vicarious experi
ences in environments
where we receive no real or
physical consequences.
Just as young animals
often wrestle to gain
practical fighting experi
ence, we practice social
situations and emotional
experiences by reading
about them.
Classic literature pro
vides “play” too, arguably
on a deeper existential
or philosophical level.
That being said, perhaps a
deeper existential or philo
sophical experience isn’t
always what we need.

WEB EXCLUSIVE
Read the blog

Are there enough opportunities for
leadership development at GV?

Do you feel supported to
voice your opinions at GV?
YES - S2%

firm advocate that we have
things to learn from the
characters who inhabit
them. Maybe they’re too
perfect, “unrealistic,” if
you will, but when I’m al
lowed into Katniss’s mind
in The Hunger Games,
I vicariously experience
her fearlessness. When I
read Game of Thrones, I,
like the Starks, feel strong
enough to handle any
tragedy which befalls me.
When I read the Divergent
series over break, after
ward I somehow felt more
capable of being brave
when I felt weak.
In The Storytelling
Animal: How Stories Make
Us Human, Jonathan
Gottschall, who spoke at

THIS ISSUE'S QUESTION:

VALLEY VOTE

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A LAKER
LEADER?
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university.
Not all of us feel this way,
but, nevertheless, the belief
persists.
I am a strong believer that
the fine arts and the popular
arts have different audiences
and purposes. One Direction
probably never aimed for
‘literary masterpiece’ when
writing “What Makes You
Beautiful,” but if that song
evoked confidence in even
one teenage girl with feelings
of inadequacy, all the more
power to them.
I don’t understand the
purpose of dismissing or
worse, truly disdaining,
something that brings joy
to others.
I love reading young
adult novels, and I’m a

think it’s necessary for all students
to pursue them. Getting involved
in campus organizations can be an
important first step on the path to
becoming a leader. It can motivate
students to create a new event for
others to enjoy, change an aspect of
the environment for the betterment
of their peers, or run for an official
leadership position on the execu
tive board to help lead meetings and
recruit new members.
All of these experiences help
develop the leadership qualities that
are essential to the Laker persona.
We’ve been privileged with a liberal
arts education — a liberating educa
tion — to expand our minds, chal
lenge our world views, and recognize
and address problems. The develop
ment of leadership qualities will help
us to rise in our respective fields to

implement our skills and make a true
and lasting difference. It will put us
among the ranks of our most impres
sive alumni, such as the numerous
state representatives spearheading
movements in Lansing.
Perhaps most importantly, though,
it will supply us the qualities needed
to pursue true change in the world.
We need those with courage, dedica
tion and a vision for social improve
ments to lead our communities, and
GVSU is the place to work on those
characteristics.
So to all GVSU students, let this
week and the students honored dur
ing it serve as a reminder of what
your life could be. Take on the chal
lenge of becoming a Laker, and live
up to your calling as a member of the
GVSU community.

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON I LEAH FISHWICK

"To be a leader means having
involvement in the community,
and being a positive role
model."

JES HAMLIN

Sophomore
Advertising & Public Relations
Mount Pleasant, Mich.

“For me, leadership is about
helping others become better
versions of their self."

EMILY KENRICK

Sophomore
Hospitality & Tourism Management
Hartland, Mich.

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorns opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the Grand
Valley State University community.
Student opinions published here do
not necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity
The Grand Valley Lanthom aims
to be a safe vehicle for community
discussion. The Lanthom will not
publish or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not discriminate
against any other views, opinions or
beliefs. The content, information and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent thoae of
the university, its Board of Trustees,
officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved for letters
to the editor only, all other reader

generated content can be submitted
to the Grand Valley Lanthoms
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthom.com.
Letters to the editor should
indude the author’s full name and
relevant tide along with a valid email
and phone number for confirming the
identity of the author. Letters should
be approximately 500-650 words in
length, and are not edited by the staff
of the Grand Valley Lanthom outside
of technical errors for darity
To make a submission, email
at editorial@lanthom.com or by
dropping off your submission in
person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

Got something to say?
We'll listen.
editorial @ lanthorn.com
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Trouble with the standards of appearance

BY RICK LOWE

RLOWE@LANTHORN.COM

I like to tell myself “I
don’t care what people think
about me.” It’s a nice mask
to wear in a population
full of unreality shows and
outer-beauty contests. I’m
not immune, though. The
self-image thing, I mean. I
think about it all the time,
imagining the possible
thoughts running through
a woman’s mind when she
actually looks at me. So as
far as outward appearances
go, I do care what people
think.
My roommate once said
to me that he’s never seen
another guy preen as much
as I do. Then again, he’s

already married, so it’s not
like he’s looking to attract
what he’s already got. I think
he’s over exaggerating. And
what’s more, he has really
short hair—mine, by choice,
is longer than average, and
that requires some extra ef
fort on my part.
I know looks aren’t the
deciding factor for rela
tionships, but there’s no
denying they play a major
part in them. You’re gonna
take each other to bed
and spend a lot of time in
each other’s company, so
how long can you stand to
look at each other? If I said
“generically good-looking
guy,” you’d probably get an
image in your head of what
us Westerners consider
“manly” and “sexy.” You
know the attributes—tallish, visibly strong, probably
able to grow a beard that
doesn’t come in all patchy
and gross.
Me, I get compared
to anime guys. Cartoon
I

characters, of all things! You
ever watch anime or play
games like (for example)
Final Fantasy? I’ve been told
I look like L from Death
Note twice now. I remember
watching Advent Children
with Dad sitting in the
room once, and the minute
Cloud shows up on-screen
Dad says “that’s supposed to
be a guy? His face looks like
this girl I dated back before
I met your Mom.”
I guess it’s ok. I might
have angsted about it in
high school when I turned
out to be the latest bloomer
on record, but the cool thing
is, no one else looks like me.
You know what my looks
get me? Instant recognition.
I’m always one of the first
names memorized by new
teachers. By the end of the
first week of the semester,
everyone in the class can
match my name with my
face. Unfortunately I myself
am very, very bad at doing
likewise, so I’ll get people
I

V

who had a class with me a
year ago come up to me and
say “hi” like I’m supposed to
be excited to see them, and
I stand there half-smiling,
saying “hi?” back because...
I just have no clue.
Then I walk away feel
ing bad about it, like it’s
my fault my brain decided
“well, we’re probably never
going to see that person
again, so we can dump all
information about them.”
It’s a simple creed I
outlined for myself: I got
to do the best I can with
the tools I’m given. I can’t
just will myself into being
what society considers sexy.
What I can do is get my lazy
self to the gym on a regular
basis. You can’t tell me that
girls find bony body contact
comfortable. When I find
someone suitable, I want to
please her, to be pleasing to
her. I want her to be satis
fied with me.
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A column published in the Jan. 13 issue
I wish to take advantage of the invitation in Lizzy Balboas
column in Mondays LANTHORN and respond to the
discussion regarding naming rights of large donors to GVSU
and the role of free speech and critical thinking in the GVSU
community. When I arrived at GVSC (sic) in 1970 there were
three person-named buildings: Seidman House, Zumberge
Library, and the Loutit Hall of Science. Of those, at least one
was named in honor of our first president, one after a donor
(foundation), and the third may have been either an honorary
or a donor naming (since Bill Seidman is regarded as THE
founder of the university as well as a philanthropist). Since
then, many but not all of the newer campus buildings on
all of our campuses have been named for donors -as is the
increasing trend in universities and community buildings
across the country. Even the major bowl games (with the
happy exception of the Rose Bowl) have taken on corporate
sponsors in their titles.
Personally I have no problem with GVSU honoring our
major donors with buildings and even floors (e.g., in CHS)
named after them. There may, however, be a point at which
naming every room in every building in a donors name may
seem like overkill to members of the GVSU community. I
wonder what the donors themselves feel about this issue.
Neither the vice-presidents’ joint open letter, printed last
December in the LANTHORN, nor any of the editorial pieces
from the LANTHORN staff give any donor feedback -only
speculations.
Dear Editor,
The recent exchange between the editors of
the Lanthorn and Karen Loth, Vice President
for University Development, and Matthew
McLogan, Vice President for University
Relations (Letter to the Editor, Dec. 12,2013),
over the issue of naming university property
after donors raises the issue of whether a
public university is beholden to its private
and corporate benefactors. The students
warned that the practice of naming rooms
and buildings after donors could evolve into a
type of corporate sponsorship or advertising
that might ultimately compromise the
university’s values (“No More Billboards,”
Dec. 4, 2013).
Their point was well-taken, and I was
greatly surprised at the intemperate tone
of Vice Presidents Loth and McLogan’s
response, which declared that the Lanthorn
was “ignorant” of the reality that donations
helped create the university (although the
students recognized the generosity of the
donors), a supposed fact that they found
“astonishing, embarrassing, and deeply
disappointing.” They suggested that students
insufficiently deferential should return their
scholarships, which would be re-distributed
to more “appreciative” students—a really
astounding proposal. More shocking still is

We do have a precedent that may lead to a more compatible
arrangement. Some of the rooms in certain GVSU buildings
have been named for some of the University’s most dedicated
faculty/staff members. We have the Mary Seeger Reading
Room in the Niemeyer Academic and Living Center (the
building name itself being a great example of this). We have
the P. Douglas Kindschi Conference Room in Padnos Hall
of Science, and several departments have named reading
or study rooms for their faculty and students after longtime
professors. Perhaps the first example of this was the Johnny
Lucke Reading Room in 122 of the old Loutit Hall of Science
(by coincidence my first GVSC office), named for one of our
most beloved early faculty members. Perhaps our donors
could do what is done at many religious houses of worship
and make donations in honor (or memory) of someone on the
GVSU staff and allow the room to be named after that honored
person. The mix of donor names and important figures from
GVSU’s past would assure our continuing interest in GVSU
history as well as recognition of our philanthropic donors
without whose generosity GVSU would not be nearly the
place it has become. (Who was Johnny Lucke or Mary Seeger
anyway?)
But a far bigger issue that I shall just barely touch upon
here is the notion of GVSU’s being an institution dedicated
to the principles of critical thinking, exposure to different
points of view, and supporting free discussions on all sides of
controversial issues. It may not have been politically wise to

Lizzy Balboa’s revelation (“Free Thought and
the Business Model of Education at GVSU,”
Jan. 13, 2014) that university administrators
phoned
her
personally
to
express
disappointment in the editorial, suggest the
editors recant it, and, by her account, declare
that students who express such disagreeable
opinions are undeserving of scholarships.
As Balboa accurately states, the
administrators’ responses have raised the
question of the right to the free expression
of opinion on campus. All GVSU students
deserve to know whether our administration
supports the university’s mission to foster
critical thinking even when applied by
students to the university itself. Ironically,
the administrators’ response to the editorial
vindicates the students’ fears that the
university may no longer be “unadulterated
by, unattached to and free of ownership by
private businesses with personal agendas.” I
think Vice Presidents Loth and McLogan
may overestimate our donors’ need for
expressions of fealty from the students
who benefit from their public-spirited
contributions and underestimate our donors’
appreciation of the open, robust, and critical
debate characteristic of academic campuses.
Paul Murphy
Professor, Department of History
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My name is Shae Spencer,
and I am a Senior in my last
semester at Grand Valley in
the Film and Video program.
I am writing to express my
concern and outrage over
the recent actions taken by
certain GVSU administrators
in regards to the December
4, 2013 Lanthorn editorial by
Lizzy Balboa, as illuminated
in her follow-up editorial
published this past Sunday.
Grand
Valley
administration is completely
within their rights to rebut
Ms. Balboa’s arguments in
a public and professional
capacity. If only they had
conducted themselves as
such.
It
is
mind-blowing
to me that a high-level
administrator would take
it upon himself to call a
student’s personal cell phone
number (instead of her
official number, listed clearly
and prominently on the
Lanthorn’s site) and proceed
to make the remarks he is
alleged to have made. That
he was determined enough
to find this information
demonstrates a disturbing

question the motives or some of our donors, but it certainly
is within the rights and duties of a free press to raise issues of
concern to the community.
The Grand Rapids area is no stranger to the issues raised
by Lizzy and her editorial board. The GR PRESS in the past
has raised similar questions via letters to the editor and
columns pro and con about naming so many of the buildings
in downtown GR and elsewhere after our philanthropists. We
all agree that without their generosity GR would not be the
place it is. That does not mean that we cannot discuss this
issue in an open way. We all also recognize that occasionally
a donor’s stand on an issue can affect university policy. Many
of us remember the first attempt on campus to allow same
sex partner benefits. I believe Lizzy and her staff should be
commended for taking a risk and making this issue a valid
one for community-wide discussion. Her last paragraph in
Monday’s column sums up the situation better than I can.
In closing let me divulge that I have been one of Lizzy’s
academic advisors for several years and I am currently one
of her class instructors. Regardless, I wholeheartedly believe
that her cause is just and her actions a benefit to liberal arts
education at Grand Valley State University.
Sheldon J. Kopperl,
Professor of Biomedical Sciences and Liberal Studies
102 LOH
616-331-3530/616-430-0947
level of pre-meditation.
There is also readily
available to the public a
response issued by two other
administrators, in which
the
scholarship
money
Ms. Balboa and other likeminded individuals enjoy
was called into question,
in language which, in the
opinion of a bystander like
myself, constitutes a thinlyveiled threat.
I have no comments to
make about the content of
the original editorial. At this
point, its rhetorical purpose
is completely irrelevant to the
point I wish to make:
The actions of the several
GVSU
administrators
involved in this case could
rightly
be
construed
as harassment or even
intimidation. The issue has
by now caught the attention
of FIRE, the Foundation
for Individual Rights in
Education,
a
watchdog
organization
which
has
contributed
to
such
prominent publications as
The Huffington Post. Perhaps
they will see fit to bring this
free speech issue to national

attention, as they did with
their damning “10 Worst
Colleges for Free Speech.”
Could Grand Valley’s name
grace a future list of this sort?
The
administrators
involved should consider
themselves morally and
professionally obligated to
issue a public apology to Ms.
Balboa in particular, to the
Grand Valley journalistic
community, and to the Grand
Valley student body at large.
If these individuals truly
feel that those with opinions
running counter to their own
should shut up and turn in
their scholarship money,
perhaps I should comply.
My
name
is
Shae
Spencer, and my G-number
is G00769934. I trust this
information will be enough
to go off of.
As an experiment, I will
not include a personal email
address or phone number.
Who knows? Maybe I too
can enjoy the privilege of a
hot-headed personal phone
call or some strongly-worded
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Winter Wheat brings summer feel to frozen Grand Rapids
Concert celebrates traditional American music, showcases performances of many genres
BY DAVlD 8PECHT
DSPECHT <9 LANTHORN.COM

While Michigan music festivals have
certainly been on the rise in recent years,
organizers would be hard-pressed to draw
an audience during the cold winter months.
Perhaps that is why for the past five years
the Wheatland Music Organization has
experienced success through Winter Wheat
— a 12-hour celebration of traditional
American music hosted at The Intersection.
Held Jan. 11, this year’s Winter Wheat
featured more than a dozen performances
on two main stages. The event showcased
music genres such as bluegrass, crabgrass and
Celtic, including appearances by well-known
Michigan artists such as Red Tail Ring, K.
Jones & The Benzie Playboys, and Black Jake
8c The Carnies.
From folk dancing to discovering new
bands and appreciating old favorites, the
festival served as a welcome reminder to
attendees of the summer that is yet to come.
Early on in the festival, young ‘rootsgrass’
band Lindsay Lou 8c The Flatbellys captured
the audiences attention with their clean-cut
vocals and taut harmonies. While stylistically
the group resembled bluegrass, it did not
strictly adhere to that genre, as it periodically
blended hints of jazz into its set. Lindsay Lou,
as the vocalist of the group, told well-crafted
tales through her verses, often complimenting
them with catchy choruses.
In addition to the music was dancing,
such as the traditional squares and contras

during contemporary folk band FiddleFires
performance. During its set, professional
callers Glen Morningstar and Laurie
Pietravalle directed the dancing, which
drew about 75 people to the main floor.
The dancing, much like FiddleFires music,
opened at a moderate pace, but gradually
escalated to an energetic frenzy.
“Contra dancing is a great type of social
dance,” said Eve Panning, member of
FiddleFire. “I love it because I’m not the type
that can improvise while dancing, and the
dances from contra dancing are a prescribed
set of moves. Within those moves, however,
you can definitely get creative.”
Panning said that by using two stages
and by having acts perform simultaneously,
the organizers were successful at emulating
a conventional festival. The venue also
imported a padded dance floor, allowing for
another music festival tradition — barefoot
dancing. Even the stage lighting seemed to
simulate the feel of a summertime festival —
blue and yellow for blue skies and sunshine,
which helped visitors forget the brisk reality
that awaited them outdoors.
Event planner Bruce Ling said the urban
location allows people who would not
typically attend music festivals to be exposed
to traditional music and dance. Through
this exposure, Ling hopes to spark visitors’
interests, ultimately drawing them to other
gatherings similar to Wheatland.
While Grand Rapids may not be a typical
location for such an event, the area most

Passionate performance: Joshua Rilko and Lindsay Rachel Rilko (vocalists of Lindsay Lou
and the Flatbellys) perform at The Intersection on Saturday night.

definitely cultivates the talent featured at
Michigan festivals.
“The Blue Water Ramblers, An Dro, Blue
Molly — they’re all from Grand Rapids,” Ling
said. “In fact, there are no bands from out of
state. What we showcase is Michigan regional
bands.”
Ling said the first Winter Wheat was
held at Founder’s Brewing Company in
2010, but the following year migrated to The
Intersection, which is capable of housing a
larger audience.
“(The) Intersection has been really
gracious with Wheatland Music Organization

in terms of allowing us to have the place for
next to nothing,” Ling said. “They make no
money off of this event.”
As the remaining amount of performance
time grew smaller, the audience had only
grown larger, not to mention louder. By the
early morning hours, it seemed as if both the
performers and those listening could carry on
well throughout the weekend.
While speaking to those in attendance,
Lindsay Lou seemed to capture this feeling
perfectly. “Winter Wheat is one of those
magical places,” Lou said. “Where once you
get there, you never want to leave.”

Trombone qoartet proves it's possible to 'make it'
Group to give students in master class music advice for Arts at Noon series
BY MARY MATTINGLY
AFrTS@LANTHORN.COM

hile being able to travel and
play music with friends may
only be a dream for some
people, the members of the Maniacal 4
Trombone Quartet have made it reality.
On Jan. 22, the four trombonists will
bring to Grand Valley State University
their own approach to classical music.
“Being able to make music with
three of your friends and call it a job
seems too good to be true, and we
hope the audience...becomes a part
of what we do. Sharing friendship...
through music,” said Matt Jefferson,
bass trombonist of the group.
Kicking 6ff this semester’s installment
of the Arts at Noon series, the quartet
will give a recital in the Cook-DeWitt
Center’ that will be free and open to
the public. The groups program ranges
from aft arrangement of a Vivaldi violin
concerto to several Romanian folk
songs composed by Bela Bartdk. Later
in the afternoon the group will also
give a master class to GVSU students,
Making music: The Maniacal 4 Trombone Quartet (from left: Alex Dubrov, Nick
Laufer, Matt Jefferson, and Carl Lundgren) will perform for the Arts at Noon series.
covering both trombone performance
and pursuing the music business.
Maniacal 4 was formed in 2006 as well. Because they were en route, it because there (are) a lot of highly
when its members were freshman at the made sense to put them in our Arts at qualified young musicians and not that
many jobs. It can be discouraging for
Univer&ity of North Texas. Originally, Noon series.”
The
group
plays
a
wide
variety
of
music majors in college who are facing
the group was only put together to gain
music,
from
the
classical
music
it
will
an
uncertain future. What we like to
class credit.
“Things progressed,” Jefferson said. present during Wednesday’s recital, to do is talk about ways you can create an
“We entered school competitions and jazz to covers of classic rock. Its first opportunity for yourself. If you have a
when Ue finished up, we thought we CD release is titled “Carry On,” and product you feel you can market...it
had a good thing going and would try with the help of a rhythm section, the is up to you to turn it into something
group recorded eight tracks as a tribute significant.”
to make a run of it professionally.”
Both the class and recital will
While the group was in school, it to 1970s classic rock.
expose
audience members to a unique
“We
try
to
do
a
bit
of
everything,”
began traveling for performances in
ensemble.
Brazil, * Denmark and Sweden. Since Jefferson said.
They also strive to play many of
“Any opportunity to hear a group
graduating, group members have been
the
works
written
by
member
Carl
of
professional chamber musicians
able to add France and the Netherlands
perform
is an opportunity that as many
Lundgren,
who
plays
tenor
trombone.
to their resume. Today, they have
“Carl has been doing all the students can partake in as possible,”
received international acclaim and
are sponsored by Buffet Group USA, composing and arranging for us,” Williams said. “Listening to different
a company that manufactures wind Jefferson said. “We use (performances) types of music helps broaden every
instruments, and by Antoine Courtois as kind of a resource to get some of individual’s musical horizons.”
And while it may be a job, touring is
Carl’s music out there.”
Paris trombones.
During the group’s tour, it will also no 9-to-5 to this quartet.
“They have a growing reputation;
“It really is just being able to spend time
they’ve performed at number of be stopping at several high schools
with
friends and hang out and make music,
and
middle
schools,
both
to
perform
trombone workshops,” said Mark
Williams, professor of trombone at and give master classes. The group and it’s just really fun,” Jefferson said before
GVSU and coordinator of the Arts at aims to show hopeful musicians that a the tour. “It feels like an adventure. We
are going to new places we’ve never been
Noon series. “They’ve given clinics professional playing career is possible.
before,
and I get to go with my three closest
“We
try
to
keep
(master
classes)
as
around the world. They are a young
group, very entrepreneurial. They informal as possible,” Jefferson said. “The friends. I am excited for the experience of
fashion a good model for students, music world, or business, is changing traveling and playing.”
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Five members of the GVSU a capella group
“.Midnight $nack" performed at the WZZM studio.
Slng-off:

on
TV to promote A Capell-off
by singing “Accidentally in
Love” by Counting Crows.
Although the students
fter =weeks of practice,
ran
into problems regarding
the Grand Valley State
University a cappella the set list, the usual stage
fright didn’t interfere with
group
Midnight
Snack
appeared on the Grand their Take 5 performance.
Rapids station WZZM 13’s Members of the group found
program, Take 5, on Jan. 15. that performing for a camera
The group made a positive is different than performing
appearance early in 2013 in front of an audience.
“When it’s live, you get
and was then invited back
to promote the upcoming the rush of people in the
audience,” Malinoski said.
event, A Capell-Off.
“We are so lucky to have “It feels more like a practice
this opportunity to sing for than a performance.”
On Saturday, Midnight
this commercial and to later
perform at the event,” said Snack will take the stage
Kaitlyn Szostak, Midnight against GVSU’s Euphoria and
After School Special, Central
Snack member.
University’s
The Take 5 appearance Michigan
served as an advertisement Central Harmony, Hope
12th
Street
for A Capell-Off, a collegiate College’s
competition for male, female Harmony, Michigan State
and mixed-voice a capella University’s Ladies First and
groups in Michigan and Capital Green, and Western
throughout the Midwest. The Michigan University’s The
fourth annual A Capell-Off Bronchords, as well as a
will be hosted by the GVSU group from Albion College.
Mu Alpha chapter of the Each group will perform a set
all-women music fraternity, of songs for a group of judges
Sigma
Alpha
Iota,
in in order to snag first place in
conjunction with Allendale different categories such as
High School Ceglarek Fine best female group, best male
Arts Center (CFAC). It will group and best mixed group.
take place Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. at The evening will also include
the CFAC. Admission for the a special performance by
event is $10 for adults and $5 Ann Arbor Skyline High
School’s Skyline Blues.
for students.
“It is a family and friend
To further spread the
word about the competition, event at a low cost,” Crawley
Midnight Snack performed said. “It is something that is
Wednesday
following open to all ages.”
The
A
Capell-Off
an interview with CFAC
Special Event Coordinator competition kicks off a
series
of performances
Jim Crawley.
“[It]
increased
the for Midnight Snack this
awareness of the event in the semester. The group plans
community,” Crawley said. to sing at the Helen Devos
Hospital,
a
“Anything we can do to get Children’s
retirement home, a Griffins
the word out.”
Leading up to the game and its end-of-the-year
performance, the ladies of concert. Each performance
Midnight Snack worked to is an opportunity for the
ladies of Midnight Snack,
put together a set list.
“We had quite a few songs and the performance on
to choose from,” member Take 5 was an especially
Holly Malinoski said. “We useful one.
“It opened an opportunity
can’t use some of them
to get out to Grand Valley, to
because of rights.”
The ladies of Midnight West Michigan and maybe
Snack, sporting their GVSU the United States even,” 9aid
garb, concluded the segment Szostak.
BY SHELBY PENDOWSKI

SPENDOWSKI @ LANTHORN.COM
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Laker women set for
big UP trip
The Grand Valley State
University women's basket
ball team will jockey with a
pair of GLIAC contenders
during its trip to the Upper
Peninsula with an opportu
nity to improve its fourthplace spot in the North
Division standings.
GVSU (8-4, 6-2) will start
with a matchup against
third-place Northern Michi
gan University (10-2, 7-1)
tonight at 5:30 p.m. inside
the Berry Events Center
before continuing its trip
north against second-place
M ich iga n Tech nolog ica I
University (10-2,8-0) at
the Student Development
Complex Gymnasium on
Saturday at 1 p.m.
The Lakers, which have
posted a 3-2 record on
the road this season, will
attempt to bounce back
from an 82-71 loss at Walsh
University.

S&D teams head to
Indianapolis
The Grand Valley State
University men's and wom
en's swimming and diving
teams will look to rebound
from tough losses at rival
Wayne State University by
traveling to the University
of Indianapolis for a chance
to gain some ground in the
NCAA Division II polls.
Both GVSU teams figure
to drop in the rankings after
falling to Wayne State on
Saturday. The Laker men oc
cupied the No. 2 spot in the
most recent poll, while the
women checked in at No. 9.
The teams will not
have to wait long to have a
chance at exacting revenge
against their perennial con
ference foes. They only have
two more meets before the
GLIAC Championships in
Geneva, Ohio.
Meanwhile, both Ulndy
teams also hold a place in
the list of top 25 teams. Its
men's team is No. 12 in the
country while its women's
team owns the No. 23 spot.
The Lakers will only have
one more home meet this
season, a Jan. 25 matchup
with Findlay University.
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GV seeks rare 'UP sweep' in crucial road trip
Laker men will span more than 1,000 miles in longest bus ride of 2014 campaign.. V
BY JAY BUSHEN

A similar scenario could happen
against the 3-9 Wildcats at the
he Grand Valley State University Berry Events Center, but limiting
mens basketball team will the Huskies at MTU’s Student
cross the Mackinac Bridge, the Development Complex Gymnasium
could be a different story.
midway point of its regular season
Its the only venue in the conference
and a pair of familiar foes in what
figures to be a pivotal three-day with a higher attendance mark than
stretch of GLIAC North Division the Fieldhouse Arena this season, as
more than 875 fans pile into the gym
hoops.
GVSU will rely on its imposing on average to watch GLIAC action.
“It’s always a challenge against
defense to wreak havoc in the Upper
Peninsula when it takes on Northern those teams, and generally they’re
Michigan University tonight and very good teams,” Wesley said.
Michigan Technological University “Northern Michigan is a tough place
on Saturday in an effort to bolster the to play. It’s a hockey rink turned
second-best record in the conference into a basketball facility, so it’s a
little bit more wide open than we’re
standings.
“Were coming into our own,” typically used to, and Michigan Tech
junior guard Ryan Sabin said. “Were is always one of the best teams in the
starting to know who we are as a team. conference.”
The Huskies currently trail GVSU
We know that we have to play good
by one game in the North standings,
defense, and our offense wiU come.”
GVSU has been able to attain a but they appear to have a plethora
10-2 record primarily because of its of firepower from long range. They
fundamentally sound defensive play shoot a scalding 46.6 percent from
on a consistent basis. It owns the beyond the arc and are led by senior
second-best overall scoring defense guard Austin Armga, who leads the
in the conference as it gives up fewer conference with 25.5 points per game.
The Lakers have a much more
than 67 points per game.
The team has also shown the balanced scoring attack.
“We’re a ‘hit the open man and
ability to confuse its opponents with
take the shots when you’re open’ kind
a number of different schemes.
“No matter what we do, it still of a team,” Wesley said. “Generally
comes down to attitude and effort,” the guys that are working the hardest
head coach Ric Wesley said. “There are the guys that get the most shots.
is no defense if you don’t have that. It’s not necessarily by design; it just
If you have that, then you have comes with playing hard.”
Sabin leads the team with 14.2
the opportunity to maybe tinker
within the game. Were just trying points per game, followed by
to continue to get our guys to fifth-year senior point guard Rob
concentrate defensively and not have Woodson, who averages 12.4.
GVSU has also benefitted from
lapses no matter what type of defense
the play of quality role players who
we play.”
GVSU seems to force its have been able to regularly come off
opponents to settle for less than the bench and contribute.
“Some of our bench players could
favorable looks late in the shot clock,
and it has limited GLLAC squads to a be starters,” freshman forward Trevin
league-low 41.1 shooting-percentage Alexander said. “Sometimes we all
play equal minutes. We almost bring
clip from the field.
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
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Eye on the prize: Rob Woodson (senior) checks the court for an open path to
Findlay's basket The Lakers are K>2 on the season so far.

the same thing to the table. If a starter
isn’t have a good game, someone
from the bench could be having an
awesome game.”
Alexander and sophomore guard
Darren Kapustka have combined to
score 13.5 points per game.
It is far too early to call it a make-
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Tiefenthal, Heinrich, Smartt prQpel American team ip ^ejppean Showcase
, sei

New experience: Matt Smartt, Scott Tiefenthal and Nick Heinrich,
members of the GVSU Club Hockey team, played with the ACHA Dll USA
Select Team over in Europe.

Team in the Select Team European
Showcase over winter break for a
two-week campaign to compete
hree members of the Grand
against six European teams in the
Valley State University men’s
Czech Republic, Germany, Slovenia,
club ice hockey team joined
Croatia and Slovakia.
their head coach for a chance to
GVSU was the only program
travel overseas and the opportunity
with more than two student athletes
of a lifetime.
selected to the roster, which featured
Head coach Mike Forbes led
23 players from 19 different schools.
the U.S. ACHA Division II Select
BY ADAM KNORR

AKNORR@LANTHORN.COM

T

Europe, as well as the culture
nd way of life of the Europeans.;.
junior forward Matt Smartt were the The teams from Europe were much
Lakers chosen to wear the red, white different, employing a different style,
and blue jerseys.
of hockey than we are used to iii
“The Laker Nation represented North America.
on the ACHA DII Select Team,”
“The simple gameplay Coach
Forbes said. “(It was) a privilege to Forbes employs was a big advantage
in our team’s success.” >
represent GVSU, our
league and USA Hockey.
The trip provided
Five countries, seven
more than just hockey
cities and six games
experience for the three
Laker representatives.
made for a trip of a
(It was) a
lifetime.”
Prior to the icy,
The ACHA DII Selects privilege to
getaway, none of the
took it to their overseas
three had ever been to
opponents by recording represent
Europe. They were able,
a 5-1 record. All three GVSU...
to immerse themselves
Lakers and their coach
in
local
culture,
contributed strongly to MIKE FORBES
sampling new foods and
HEAD COACH
the success of the trip.
local brews in between
Tiefenthal stood tall
game days.
in net, posting a 2-0 record, Heinrich
“It was like living in a postcard,* 4
anchored a defense that allowed a Heinrich said.
mere 2.17 goals per game, and Smartt
The athletic portion of the trip
finished third on the team in goals kicked off in Hodonin, Czech
after lighting the lamp five times.
Republic, where the Selects edgec}
“The experience could not have SHK Hodonin 3-2 in a shootout
been better,” Tiefenthal said. “We
SEE HOCKEY ON A8
learned about the cities we visited

a.*/
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BGSU transfer Cairnduff blooms at GV

W. BASKETBALL

Sophomore scoring sensation shoots out letters, lights for Lakers

Tonight at Northern Mich.

BY PETE BARROWS

5:30 p.m.

ASSISTANTSPORTS @ LANTHORN.COM

Saturday at Michigan Tech

Grand Valley State University sophomore
Bailey Cairnduff shoots a basketball like she
were ringing a bell, but to begin and end her
story categorizing her solely as a glorified
3-point specialist would make for an unfair and
incomplete telling of her tale.
A tale that begins 60 miles north of Allendale
at Morley Stanwood High School. A school where
Cairnduff honed her skills, started all four years
on the varsity team, and crowned her career as an
undefeated state champion and her school’s alltime leading scorer with 1,663 career points.
She also lettered in track and volleyball, was
named one of the 10 ‘Best of the Best’ players in
the state regardless of division, and was heavily
recruited. That Cairnduff be heavily sought
after hasn’t changed. Nor have the expectations
of her game.
“I haven’t asked Bailey to change who she is
at all,” GVSU head coach Janel Burgess said. “I’ve
asked Bailey to be who she is. I recruited Bailey
out of high school very hard — she chose to go to
(Bowling Green State University).

1 p.m.

M. BASKETBALL
Tonight at Northern Mich.
7:30 p.m.
Saturday at Michigan Tech
3 p.m.

INDOOR TRACK
Friday - Mike Lints Open 2
p.m.

SWIM & DIVE
Saturday at Ulndy 1 p.m.

Roommate

“I just loved everything about the young lady,
from her character to her work ethic to her ability
to be a great teammate, but we don’t need Bailey to
be a superstar for us. We just need her to give us
everything she can.”
Home, where the story starts. Humble. H.
Cairnduff began her collegiate career 215 miles
southeast of GVSU at NCAA Division I BGSU. As
a Falcon, her role was relegated to that of a bench
player, although she did see action in 32 of the
team’s 35 games and made four starts.
Throughout the 2012-13 season, Cairnduff
averaged 4.7 points and 1.5 rebounds per game,
netted 24 3-pointers, was 30.8-percent from
beyond the arc and shot a scintillating 34-of-36
(94.4-perecnt) from the free-throw line. She was
also named a co-recipient of the team’s ScholarAthlete -of- the- Year- Award.
“I’m really enjoying it here (at GVSU), and I
like the atmosphere better,” she said. “I feel like I’m
getting more of an opportunity here to show what
I can do, rather than having to conform into a role.
Last year, I felt I was used almost exclusively as a
shooter, but being a Laker, I think I’m getting the
freedom to do what I like to do — which is a little

:: i! Sublea >crs:
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or-break road trip, but it’s one that
has given GVSU issues in the past, ry-t
The team has pulled off the road*
sweep just five times in progrard *
history.
The Lakers will tip off against, ^
NMU tonight at 7:30 and at MTU on r
Saturday at 3 p.m.

Lakers fuel US Selects to five wins in five countries

GV indoor T&F teams:
No. 2, No. 4
The Grand Valley State
University men's and wom
en's indoor track and field
teams were both ranked
among the top four teams
in the nation according to
theTrack & Field and Cross
Country Coaches Associa
tion (USTFCCCA) Division
II National Team Computer
Rankings released Tuesday.
The No. 2 GVSU women
scored 200.39 points and
finished behind Lincoln
(Mo.) University, the reign
ing national champion,
which had 237.98 points.
The No. 4 GVSU men
scored 123.59 points and
trailed Ashland University
(204.97), Adams State Uni
versity (217.09) and the 2013
champions of Saint Augus
tine's University (233.10).
Both Laker squads
finished fourth at nationals
a season ago.

k
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Perfect arc: Sophomore Bailey Cairnduff puts up
a shot for Grand Valley State University.

bit of everything.”
In her first trip back to play basketball in Ohio
since her transfer to GVSU in August, Cairnduff
decided to make a return of a triumphant*-**
nature. Cairnduff scored a career-high
SEE CAIRNDUFF ON At

SUBMIT AN AD TO THE MARKET PLACE

FOR FREE'
(-OR ST UDtNTS FACULT Y hi STAFF
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Ryskamp follows in sister's footsteps at GV
Freshman wears number of former Laker great; becomes starter
BY JAY BUSMEN
SPORTSBLANrTHORN.COM

that posted a school best 33-3 overall
record and won the program’s only NCAA
reshman guard Luke Ryskamp of the Division II title.
“She was big into defense, so she just
Grand Valley State University men’s
basketball team enters the Fieldhouse tells me to play the best defense I can,”
Luke said.
Arena an hour before practice for some
It seems the siblings share a passion for
extra time to work on his shot.
*
Ryskamp, donning an all-blue Laker winning.
Luke has also won a championship —practice jersey contrasted by No. 23 in
white, moves to the main court and, with a class C state championship — in 2011
while at Schoolcraft High
a teammate counting them out,
School. He led his team to a
proceeds to knock down 10
91-10 overall record during
straight 3-pointers.
his four-year career and was
The 6-3 Schoolcraft, Mich.,
named a unanimous First
native has connected on six He can shoot
Team All-State honoree as a
triples to start his young career
senior.
— 216 fewer than his older the ball, he
He owns the best free-throw
sister, Erika, made during can get to the
shooting percentage for GVSU
her distinguished four years
lane...
this season, knocking down
playing for GVSU.
21-of-26 attempts thus far, and
“I talk to her a lot,” Luke
DARREN KAPUSTKA
recently played his way into
said. “She just tells me to SOPHOMORE
the starting lineup.
keep my head up and to keep
His ability to score was on
working hard when things are
full display Saturday in an 87-74 victory
bad.”
Hard work is in the family. So, too, are at Malone University when he notched
a career-high 17 points to go with two
the connections to the Laker program.
Luke’s sister, now Erika Wallace, met her rebounds and a block.
“Luke’s a really talented scorer, a pure
husband, Marcus Wallace, during her time
in Allendale. He also played basketball scorer,” said sophomore guard Darren
for GVSU and happened to play under a Kapustka, who also drained 10 in a row
certain first-year head coach named Ric after the freshman accomplished the
feat. “He can shoot the ball, he can get
Wesley, now Luke’s head coach.
Erika suited up from 2004-07 and, to the lane, he can finish, he’s good on
while wearing No. 23, became a household the fast break; everything offensively is
name in the GVSU record book. Her 222 phenomenal.”
Ryskamp said he hopes to better
^career 3-pointers rank as the second most
in the history of the women’s program, understand team defense at the college
-along with her 39.3 percent mark from level and mentioned Kapustka, along with
fifth-year senior guard Rob Woodson
long range.
* “The first time seeing him in a Laker and junior guard Ryan Sabin, for prime
'uniform almost brought tears to my eyes,” examples of defensive intensity.
Wesley said Ryskamp is starting to
’she said. “Part of it was missing those days
but mostly just seeing him and how much look more comfortable offensively in the
he’s matured over the years. It was almost starting rotation.
“Luke’s a good open-floor player,”
surreal.”
| She was a national champion — a key Wesley said. “When he gets the ball in
player for the 2005-06 women’s team transition, he’s really got a good ability to
attack the basket, twist and turn, and he’s
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HOCKEY
: CONTINUED FROM A7

«. SHK Hodonin 3-2 in a shootout win.
.From there, they made a short trip west
where they bested HC LVI Breclav by a
tally of 7-3.
TV next stppBP Pm ^LandfVrgam
^Lech, Germany, where the team ushered in
, the new year by extending its win streak
to three games with a 7-2 victory over HC
Landsberg Riverkings.

CAIRNDUFF
CONTINUED FROM A7

points on 12-for-19
shooting from the field,
including five 3-pointers,
and led the Lakers to an
82-71 victory over Walsh
University on Jan. 9.
In
fact,
the
trip
included several firsts.
It was GVSU’s first game
ever at Walsh, the first
• 29-point effort chipped in
by a Laker in more than
a year, and the first time
Cairnduff truly asserted
her full capabilities in the
\ Buckeye state.
“When we get kids who
; choose to come to GVSU
from a Division I school,
; it’s always a good feeling
} for us, but for her to
come in as a sophomore
transfer and to put up
numbers and to be able to
play the quality minutes

I

Focused determination: GVSU freshman Luke Ryskamp faces an opponent during a recent
game. Ryskamp has become a key player to the Laker team this season.

got long arms and really finishes well in
the open floor. That’s the best thing, and
the fact that he’s a good outside shooter
adds to that.”
But which sibling would be victorious
in a game of 1-on-l? Erika said she is
the reigning champion of the rivalry, but

declined to comment on how long ago the
driveway showdown took place.
Regardless, Luke seems to be on track
for a long career at GVSU, and with his
teammates supporting him and his big
sister looking on, the sky is the limit for
the Laker rookie.

A scenic trip through Austria then 5-1 record.
Although
the
Selects
were
placed the U.S. team in Bled, Slovenia,
for a two-game stop. The team continued geographically diverse, team chemistry
to roll, demolishing HK Bled by an was not an issue. In fact, 22 of the 23
internationally unfriendly score of 12-1. players were upperclassmen or graduate
In the second contest in Bled, the Selects students, with Weber State University
tore apart HK Maribor 12-2 to stay perfect. forward sophomore Dax Hobbs taking the
The tour finale faced the U.S. off against honor of being the only undercla$sjnan
(He fiUHL Selects Team in Bratislava, ^ecte<fW^M,^n^',m,fn^rf
In addition to the seniority benefit,
Slovakia. The Americans fell one game
short of a clean Euro-sweep, falling 3-2 in the majority of players filled the roles
their final game to cap the trip off with a of captain or assistant captain at their

respective collegiate programs — Smartt
and Heinrich included.
“Chemistry wasn’t an issue at all,”
Heinrich said. “We were forced to become
great friends. There wasn’t one outlier on
the team. We all got along, and I couldn’t
have asked for a better team to bring over
jo Europe;.”
When all was said and done, the Lakers
and their American teammates returned
home boasting a successful trip on the ice
and unforgettable experiences off it.

that she’s playing is great
for the team, the program
and herself,” senior guard
Dani Crandall said.
Ohio. Opportunity. O.
A good shooter is
always ready to shoot,
and Cairnduff is one heck
of a good shooter. Perhaps
the best on the team. She
leads GVSU in points
per game (13.3), ranks
first in 3-point shooting
percentage
(24-for-59,
40.7-percent) and has
netted more 3-pointers
(24) than anyone else on
the team.
“She trusts us to get her
the ball,” Crandall said. “We
trust her to knock down
the shots. That mutual
trust has been established
and will continue to grow
as she and the team grow
together. She’s playing like a
vet right now, and the team
is responding to that and

fostering her — and both
parties are better for it.”
Ready. R.
Lesser known is that
Cairnduff, despite being
a first-year starter and
sophomore, also leads
the Lakers in minutes
per game (28), as well as
steals (16). She also ranks
fourth in rebounds per
game (4.8), and through
12 games, only senior
returner Dani Crandall
has packed the box score
to an equal extent.
“Bailey’s becoming a
much more well-rounded
player,”
Burgess
said.
“She’s always been a great
shooter, but it’s nice to
see her whole game come
together on both the
offensive and defensive
ends.
Cairnduff is a shooter.
But she’s also a scorer and
is starting to come into

take
extra
shots
her own as a complete to
player. As one of seven whenever she gets the
newcomers to the squad chance.
Younger
brother
this season, she has also
transitioned onto the Tim Cairnduff is also
team with relative ease — partial to the hardwood
currently
stars
and like most things that and
she does on the court, has on Morley Stanwood’s
boys basketball team.
made it look easy.
Although, the
“I want to
elder
Bailey
give my best
isn’t one to
for my team
concede
a
and my coaches
point, albeit
because
I I want to give
humbly.
respect
them
“Tim
has
and
they my best for my
a pretty pure
respect me, and team and my
stroke, I must
I love being
say, but we’re
a part of this coaches...
probably
program,” she
BAILEY CAIRNDUFF
about even,”
said.
SOPHOMORE
she
said.
Starter. S.
“When
we
.Cairnduff
honed her stroke from a play H-O-R-S-E, he can
young age, making trips always jack up the crazy
to the gym with her dad looking shot from half
to take ‘tons-and-tons’ of court and they always go
shots. She still continues in, but sometimes, as the

older sibling, I have to put
him back in his place.”
For
Bailey
is
a
competitor — a fierce one.
At or away from home,
with or without the ball,
in a GLIAC conference
match or a game of H-OR-S-E in the driveway.
And eager. E.
For personal growth,
and for growth as a team.
Eager to shoot. Eager to
contribute. Eager to win.
To take the shot with a
game, or a letter, on the
line. And to spell out a
season, a career and a
story at GVSU worthy of
being told.
“Everyone’s goal in this
conference is a GLIAC
championship, and we
want it,” she said. “We’re
going to do whatever it
takes to get there, with
focus and consistency
every day.”

SANDPIPER
beacon
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Bailey survives James Madison bombardment, Lakers prevail
GV defeats Michigan State, DePaul in weekend play, looks for a repeat victory against Spartans
able and finely-tuned dodgeball
athlete would do: he dodged,
It’s a nightmare. It’s your fifth- ducked, dipped, dived and
period gym class, it’s dodgeball dodged his heart out.
“Right before I walked back on
day and you’re the last one left
on your team. The other squad the court, I looked up at the clock
has all the balls and has penned and knew it would be huge if I
you in. You’re quite literally up stayed alive for a couple more min
against the wall. Your only hope utes, a few more seconds,” he said.
for escape is a trip to the school “I had to make sure that 1 played
nurse’s office, hopefully not on a smart; I stayed toward the backstretcher.
line, didn’t throw a ball they could
A squeak of brick echoes easily catch, avoided team throws.
“They eventually got me, but it
through your ear, a blur of re
bounded spheres bounce past changed the whole game.”
The Lakers returned to the
your face and pool as a moat
around your feet as your sweaty floor at full strength (15 mem
palms lose their brace and your bers), down a point with 25 min
knees buckle. Just as a rain of red utes to play and an understand
ing of what needed to
rubber consumes your
be done.
senses and your posi
GVSU rallied furi
tion, you fall back into
ously and rode what
a dark abyss. It’s over.
started as a comeback
It wasn’t real.
...we re
all the way to a 3-1
For Grand Valley
victory.
State University club playing
“All the momen
dodgeball team cap with a lot of
tum shifted
after
tain Kevin Bailey, it
Kevin’s stand,” team
was all real — except confidence.
president Mark Tripthere was no abyss (or
KEVIN BAILEY
piedi said. “I’ve cap
nurse’s office) to escape TEAM
CAPTAIN
tained the previous
to. With 14 minutes
two teams (including
remaining in the first
half of Sunday’s game against No. last year’s national champion),
;2 James Madison University, Bailey but this one has the potential to
stood alone for GVSU and stayed be special and we showed why in
that second half.
alive for seven entire minutes.
“I won’t go as far as to predict
“We needed to make sure they
didn’t get an extra point in be the future, but this might be the
fore half, so it was really crucial best team that we’ve had in my
that I stay alive as long as I could four years here.”
GVSU also defeated last year’s
there,” Bailey said.
He called a timeout, recogniz national runner-up Michigan
ing the gravity of the situation, State University 5-0 and tourna
and then did what any respect ment host DePaul University 3-0
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BY PETE BARROWS
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Grand Valley State University senior Dylan Fettig throws at an opponent during a dodgeball match.
Fettig and the Lakers will face Michigan State University on Jan. 26 to continue their season.

Strong arm:

during the there-and-back, oneday trip to Chicago.
Serving up a mix of shakennot-stirred experience and youth,
the Lakers traveled a well-bal
anced roster for the tournament,
including senior Kenny Bacchus
and sophomore Aaron Terenzi.
Terenzi, in his second year
with the team, has graduated
from a reserve role and played a
significant part in GVSU’s suc
cessful Sunday and season.
“Last year, there was a learn
ing element that for me — it’s not
your high school dodgeball,” he

T U A C K

&

said. “You have to get caught up
to the speed of the game and get
to know the rules. It’s a real wakeup when it all comes together.”
With a target square on their
backs, the Lakers will host the
Spartans on Jan. 26 as they gear
towards the annual Michigan
Dodgeball Cup.
Every team in the state of
Michigan will attend the tourna
ment, and the last team stand
ing is typically a favorite to be
crowned national champion at
the national tournament at Ohio
State University in February.

And undefeated and unfazed,
the Lakers’ dream for a repeat
championship title is very much
alive — with no abyss, boogie man
or Carl Jungs around to disrupt it.
“The first half of the season,
it looked like we had some weak
nesses even though we were un
defeated, but after our showing
this weekend, I’m a lot more con
fident in how much success we
can have for the rest of the sea
son,” Bailey said. “We’re starting
to all do our jobs, understand our
roles, and we’re playing with a lot
of confidence.”

FI E L I)

Record-breaking thrower eyes success at national level
on.
You could say his momentum car
Coming into Grand Valley State Uni ried over to the spring season during his
versity as a freshman, Darien Thornton freshman year, where he continued to
was anxious to get his feet wet in the col rack up accolades.
He went on to take home a second-place
legiate ranks of his area of expertise: the
finish in the hammer throw at the outdoor
shot put and hammer throw.
“I had a really good high school coach GLIAC Championship^ then*, a few weeks
who really showed me what I could do,” later, he would close out his freshman
Thornton said. “Coming into Grand Valley I year with a third-place finish in the ham
didn’t really know what to expect, I just knew mer throw at the 2013 Division II Outdoor
that I was ready to compete. I really had no Championships to receive his second USTidea exactly how much success I would have FCCCA All-American honor of the year.
“Everything I earned my freshman
in my freshman year.”
His mindset and expectations were year will help me continue to push on
suddenly altered to a higher platform af throughout my career here at Grand Val
ter his rookie campaign in the team’s in ley,” he said. “More than anything I want a
door season, in which he accomplished national championship for our team. We
were close last year. It showed
more than he could have
that we are more than capable
imagined.
of achieving that in the next
He received All-American
couple of years.”
honors in the weight throw,
A main reason for his suc
a second-place finish in the
cess is the support system of
weight throw at the GLIAC We all want
the nine other men who throw
Indoor Championships, and each other to
alongside him. It’s their will
topped it off by finishing sev
throw as far
ingness to make each other
enth at the 2013 Division II
better each and every day that
as we can...
indoor Championships.
allows them to accomplish
“I was really surprised at
their respective goals.
how well I did in my first year, BLAKE DONSON
“We all want each other to
I would have never guessed I SOPHOMORE
throw as far as we can, we tend
would have been able to ac
complish all the things I did,” he said. to feed off of each other’s momentum,”
“Transitioning from the high school sophomore Blake Donson said. “It’s not a
weights to the college weights was a big single person going out there and compet
change. I definitely exceeded my expec ing, we compete for each other and that
tations in my freshman year which really says a lot about our group.”
In only his second year as Laker,
helped my confidence from that point
BY TATE BAKER

TBAKER@LANTHORN.COM

Thornton appears to have what it takes
to continue the impressive start to his ca
reer.
He already set a record this season on
Dec. 13 when he broke his own GVSU
mark by launching a wpigty throw 9^
20.60 meters.
■.
*
consistency set him apart.
“He’s become a lot more consistent
since his freshman year,” Donson said.

“His work ethic has put him in a place to do
great things, he definitely has the potential
to be a national champion someday.”
Thornton’s goals also extend beyond
college, where he hopes to continue his
throwing career as long as he can.
“I want to compete as long as l tilrri,”
he^dld.
/A1 end
in sight for me. I m going to continue
to work each and every day until I can’t
throw anymore.”
* - * ,'TS A KW
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Auditions in Room 1140
Thursday, January 23rd from 7-9 P.M.
and Friday, January 24th from 7-9 P.M.
Contact comtdygv9gmail.com for mort information

SEMI-FINALS
Saturday, February 1st
Doors open at 8:30 P.M.
Show at 9 PM. Grand River Room

Comedian CHfK KMJJAM \
10 Comics wi compete.
Five wil make it to the next round.

FINALS
Saturday, February 8th
Doors open at 8:30 P.M.
Show at 9 P.M. Grand River Room
Top 3 Comics will be awarded $1,000 dollars In prizes.
Voted on by Judges and Audiences
For more information please contact SpottgN Productions at 331*^4S0 or
checfcouttheeventiwibpagaatwww.gvau.edu

tll^fatrength: Sophomore Darien Thornton has broken Grand Valley State University’s
cord In weight throw twice and is qualified for nationals.

•• • • ••
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FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS. FACULTY
AND STAFF some restrictions apply

MARKETPLACE
Announcements
Bethany Christian Services Unplanned Pregnancy?
100% Free and 100% confi
dential pregnancy counsel
ing. For more information call
Jenny 616.631.2020 or visit

impregnanlorg/tenny
Pregnancy Resource Center
- Pregnant? Free tests,
walk-in’s welcome! Free ul
trasounds and low cost STD
testing and
treatment. Call 616.456.6873

The Johnson Center has 2
fellowship openings for win
ter semester. The fellow
ships are available for under
graduates/graduate
students. Please contact
Robin Leonard at
leonardrQgvsu.edu for more
information.

Employment
Menna's Joint, new restau
rant opening downtown GR.
seeking youthful, energized
employees for a fast paced
workig environment. Kitchen
and delivery positions avail
able.
Inquire
at
mennasjoint.com or ask for
Steve at 44 Ionia St SW
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503.

Housing
Subleaser needed, preferably
female. Hillcrest Townhouses. Biggest bedroom lo
cated upstairs, walk-in
closet, washer&amp;dryer,
lots of space! Right next to
bus stop. Move in August

2 0 14.

Email

mercadon@mail.gvsu.edu
I'm looking a female to sub
lease my apartment at Cam
pus West from ASAP until
May 2014. The suite accom
modates myself and 3 other
lovely young ladies, all are
GV students. For more infor
mation contact me (Davia
Dorsey) at 313-516-7167 or
dQrseyda@mail.gYSu.edu.

Thank you.

I am moving to Georgia in
January and I really need
someone to take over my
lease! If you are looking for a
place downtown Grand
Rapids or you know anyone
looking for a place please let
me know! The apartment is
located right by the Medical
Mile and the Cook-Devos
Center for Health and
Science. The other resident
is @sadie sundown. The
lease is up on 6/30/2014. If
you are interested and want
to see it or want more
information please let me
know!
•
2 bedroom 1 bath
•
$400 a month plus
electricity and internet
•
Landlord pays gas,
water and sewage, and trash
removal
•
Keypad lock on the
front door
•
Small parking lot and
street parking available
•
Coin operated laundry
on-site
Email me at
whitinqk@mail.qvsu.edu
The following link will give
you more information (it says
not available but it is be
cause I am subleasing it)
http://hQtpads.CQrn/renta! s/2
47-Hastings-Street-NEGrand-Rapids-MI-49503—
6t1 caqw46rh#limit=5&amp:la
t=42.9722554&amp;lon=85,6624923ftamp;zQQm=2Q&
amp:previewld=6t1 caaw46rh
&amp;preyiewType=listinq&a
mp;detai!sQpen=true&amp;!i
stingTvDes=rental.sublet.roo

SUBLEASER NEEDED
Looking for a subleaser for
next semester the school
year of 2014. You have your
own
bedroom and bathroom. You
share a kitchen, dining room
and living room. Rent is $435
a month and utilities is no
more than $40 a month.
Washer and dryer is available
in the townhouse. Please
contact me ASAP is
interested. My number is
5179307485.
I really need someone to take
over my lease (Male of Fe
male)!
If you are looking for a place
downtown Grand Rapids or
you know anyone looking for
a place please let me know!
The apartment is located
right by the Medical Mile and
the Cook-Devos Center for
Health and Science. The
other resident is @sadie sun
down. The lease is up on
6/30/2014. If you are inter
ested and want to see it or
want more information
please let me know!
• 2 bedroom 1 bath
• $400 a month plus elec
tricity and internet
• Landlord pays gas, water
and sewage, and trash re
moval
• Keypad lock on the front
door
• Small parking lot and
street parking available
• Coin operated laundry
on-site

FOR COMMERCIAL RATES CALL 616-331-2460
classifieds@lanthorn.com

Do you need a place to live
for the semester of Winter
2014? Look no further, fe
males!
There’s a spacious,
well-decorated house
downtown that you could live
in for the next five months!
The house is a perfect dis
tance from downtown GVSU
campus. I have two neat,
easy-going house mates that
are easy to get along with.
This excellent deal could be
yours for the low, low price of
$350/month utilities- but
wait! I'll pay for January’s
rent &
utilities, which means that
you will only need to pay the
$350/month utilities for
February - May.
I really love living here, but I
had a family thing come up
and my financial situation
has changed. And, consider
ing this, I might even be will
ing to negotiate the price of
rent per month. Please con
tact me if you have any ques
tions at all!
trenshaa@maiLgysu.edu

SUBLEASER NEEDED
Looking for a female sub
leaser for 48 west ASAP.
Personal bedroom and bath
room, shared living room and
kitchen. Lease would start in
January and go until July.
Rent is $445 per month plus
utilities. Free open parking
pass. Please contact me with
any questions at
folkmiee@mail.avsu.edu

Email me at
whilinak@maiL gysu.edu

m.CQfPQrate&ampiprQpertyTvpes=house.divided.condo.
lownhQuse.medium,large,gar
den,&amp:dupeGrQuping=bu
ildinq
Looking for a female student
to sublease Winter semester
and hopefully stay next year
in a townhouse at 48 West.
Private bedroom and bath
room. Three female room
mates who all get along well.
Wifi, cable, easy
access to the campus bus.
Great location! Price negotia
ble. Call or email at
iudgeal@mail.gysu.edu or
734-277-1242.

SUBLEASER NEEDED
Looking for subleaser from
as early as April 26th to as
late as July 2nd. Townhouse
in
Meadows, Apt D-3, style B.
$475/month OBO. Furnished
and great for spring semes
ter!

I am looking for someone to
sublease a spot in a 4 bed
room A style apartment for
next fall in 48 West. All room
mates are leaving!
cookal@mail.gvsu.edu

SUBLEASER NEEDED
Subleaser needed ASAP for
a 4 bedroom apartment in 48
West. Rent is $460 a month
and the parking pass is al
ready
included. Please contact
amoldli@mail.qvsu.edu for
more information.

The apartment is number 5 of
the North Ridge Apartment
complex and is located on
11334 48th Avenue in
Alledale, Michigan. It is close
to a Grand Rapids Rapid Bus
stop and near Grand Valley
State
University. The apartment
has four bedrooms and 11/2
baths. There is free wireless
internet, free cable, free
parking, free trash service,
free water, and free laundry.
Roommates share a kitchen,
living room, and the bath
rooms. Residents have to
pay for rent and gas and
electric bills. On top of that,
the grounds are maintained
by the landlord including
snow removal, grass cutting,
and removal of leaves in the
fall. There is a $100 cleaning
fee, a $350 refundable secu
rity deposit, and a $50 nonrefundable application fee.
whitebi@maiLgysu.edu

MAGIC MAZE •
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48west room available for
subleasing for the winter
semester! Pets are allowed.
There are three girls living in
the
apartment who are very nice.
There is nothing wrong with
the apartment; I would just
like to move closer to the
downtown campus because
my classes are all there.
Please let me know if you are
interested!
buttonch@mail.qvsu.edu
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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^

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.
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Looking for a female
sub-leaser April 26-August
16 of 2014. 2 Bedroom, 1 1/2
Bath apartment In Grandville.
10 Minutes from Pew Cam
pus, 15 Minutes from Allen
dale. Fees include rent, elec
tric and intemet/cable.
Contact
smiqiele@mail.gvsu.edu

3

9

6

Looking for two female
roommates to share a 3 bed
room/2 bath at High Tree
Townhomes next school
year. I’m hoping to sign by
the first week of January.
Rent is $395/month. Contact
me by email or phone if your
interested! 2314250175

r CryptoQuote
5

3

tLanthorn your photos for each
theme of the week

is LONGFELLOW
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Straight flexin’?

Female sublease needed for
winter 2014 semester.
$535mo rent at Meadows
Crossing. Fully furnished,
close to campus. Please
e-mail if interested,
santeiie@maiLgysu.edy

by Linda Thistle
7

live this way

Kelsey
(269) 832-7213

SUBLEASER NEEDED
FEMALE subleaser wanted!
$422 a month, 4br/4.5 bath
furnished townhouse at
Copper Beech.
nvcholae@mail.avsu.edu

Weekly SUDOKU
4

V/IEW

SUBLEASER NEEDED
I’m looking for someone to
sublease a spot in a 4 bed
room, 2 bathroom townhouse for the winter semes
ter at Campus View. The unit
is unfurnished and rent is
$405 a month plus utilities.
Feel free to contact me if you
are interested or have any
questions!

BRAIN BUSTERS
RIVER
TALK

CAMPUS

LSNKIHOEUFDUDCP

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★
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★ Moderate ★★ Challenging
★ ★★ HOO BOY!
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SCRAMBLERS

0NMKAGNIGDERDBE

Unscramble tha letters within aach rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange tha boxed letters to form tha mystery word, which will complete the gagl
Lavish

JIDNEBLWOFRETAW

SHLUP
Rare

Find die listed words in the diagram They run in all directions ■
forward, backward, up. down and diagonally.

Banks

Dams

Bend

Dredging

Bluffs

Estuary

Fishing
Flooding
Fording

Bridges

Ferries

Headwater

EQUUIN
Bond

Rapids
Tributary
Waterfowl

KEWS

□ _□

Require

MADDEN
-You
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